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history hitherto somewhat conjectural and records political motives 
and activities of the period in an illuminating and suggestive man- 
ner." On reading this work one must agree with its editor that, 
" in analyzing men and measures, Van Buren all unconsciously 
paints a picture of himself." 

For students of Negro history certain parts of this work are 
both interesting and valuable. This is especially true of Chapter 
XI, in which Van Buren sets forth his own views on the slavery 
question and discusses the men and their measures proposed for 
dealing with it. This chapter not only gives a review of the history 
of slavery in the United States up to the time of the crisis of thirties, 
but brings out additional facts throwing light upon the situation at 
that time. In the beginning of Chapter XVIII, and on pages 528- 
529, Van Buren takes up the question of the concession of Great 
Britain by treaty stipulation of the right of search to prevent the 
prosecution of the slave trade under our flag, which he considered 
merely a pretense on the part of Great Britain for the impressment 
of our seamen. Near the end of Chapter XXX may be found other 
interesting comments and facts concerning the action of the leading 
statesmen of this country during the critical period of conflicting 
sectional interests. Much of the book has to do with slavery di- 
rectly or indirectly, but those portions referred to may be of 
special interest to the reader. 

Two Colored Women with the American Expeditionary Forces. By 
Addie W. Htjnton and Katherine M. Johnson. New York, 
Brooklyn Eagle Press, 1920. Pp. 256. 

This is one of the first volumes published since the war to set 
forth the truth concerning the participation of the Negro troops in 
that struggle. While their achievements have evoked appreciative 
expressions from those who learned of the war from afar, this vol- 
ume undertakes to present the observations of two women of culture 
who went forth with these black soldiers to war. The story is set 
forth in an interesting manner, under such topics as The Call and 
the Answer, The First Days in France, Welfare Organizations, The 
Combatant Troops in contradistinction to the Non-Combatant 
Troops, Pioneer Infantries, Over the Canteen in France, The Leave 
Area, Relationship with the French and the Religious Life Among 
the Troops. Many of these facts do not strike the reader as new, 
but the human touch given the story by these authors, who partici- 
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pated in the events themselves, makes the volume readable, interest- 
ing, and valuable. 

The work is otherwise significant. From chapter to chapter 
there appear various documents giving unconsciously convincing 
evidence as to the part the Negro troops played in the war. "While 
the authors make no pretense to scientific treatment, they have cer- 
tainly facilitated the task of the historian who must undertake the 
writing of a definitive history of the Negroes' participation in the 
World War. The book, moreover, is well illustrated and well 
printed. It will be read with interest and profit by all persons who 
seek the truth and endeavor to record impartially the achievements 
of the various elements constituting the population of this country. 

The greatest value of this work, however, lies not so much in 
the interesting facts set forth and the beautiful story told, as in 
the example set by these women of achievement. They are writing 
not only to convince the present generation as to the important 
service rendered by the Negro troops in France, but they would 
hand down these facts in printed form that coming generations 
may not be so biased as the present in estimating the character of 
the Negro and his worth to the nation. It is to be hoped that every 
Negro who, during his service at the front, received such impres- 
sions and had such experiences as to throw light upon the many 
phases of that world cataclysm will in the near future follow the 
example of these worthy women. The public will welcome history 
of divisions and regiments and will certainly be interested in the 
mere personal narrative presenting the experiences peculiar to those 
individuals placed in strategic positions to see at close range what 
was actually happening and had the time and availed themselves of 
the opportunity to record it. 



